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foreword
Yelula is an Alliance2015 project that works 
with communities across the four north-
central regions of Namibia to strengthen their 
response to the HIV and AIDS pandemic. 

In February 2005, the Ministry of Women 
and Gender Affairs launched the National 
Policy on Orphans and Vulnerable Children 
(OVC) at a three-day conference in Windhoek. 
Yelula felt that caregivers, community 
activists and children in the North would 
benefit from a similar launch of the national 
policy in Oshiwambo.

The theme of the Yelula conference, “Our 
Children, Our Responsibility”, was embraced 
by all participants. The conference provided 
a platform to listen, learn and draw strength 
from each other as common needs; challenges 
and successes of caring for OVC were shared 
in their own language (Oshiwambo). The 
conference was held over three days at 
Iipumbu Secondary School in Oshakati, 
northern Namibia. 

The delegates commitment and passion 
was evident in the incredible energy and 
participation of the 200 participants, which 
included 30 young people aged between 8 
and 18. A parallel conference was held to 
ensure that the young people’s voices were 
also heard. On the last day of the conference, 
all the delegates came together to share their 
views and opinions. Together, they drew up 
the final conference recommendations.

We encourage you to use the recommenda-
tions contained in this conference report to 
provide necessary support for those children 
who are most vulnerable. We look forward to 
working with you to help build a better future 
for our children.

On behalf of Yelula, I would like to thank 
you most sincerely for your participation and 
your continued responsibility for our children.

Terina Stibbard – Yelula, Project manager
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introduction
Alliance2015-Yelula hoped that the conference 
would achieve five objectives.

These objectives were:

1 �To introduce the newly launched National 
OVC policy in the north-central regions.

2 �To provide children from these regions 
with an opportunity to access information 
and to express their views and opinions 
regarding the support and care of orphans 
and vulnerable children.

3 �To discuss practical ways to access 
essential services and support for orphans 
and vulnerable children, their caregivers 
and affected families.

4 �To share information and ideas about the 
realities of life for orphans and vulnerable 
children.

5 �To get a chance to draw from the strengths 
in our communities and regions by 
discovering what resources are available 
close by to help improve the quality of life 
of orphans and vulnerable children.

The comments below were made by some of 
the conference delegates:

Lucia Weyulu Oludhila, Oshikoto Rregion

Now I just feel like thanking the organisers of 
the conference, because I have already gained 
a lot of information which I am taking back to 
Oludhila, where I want to start activities for 
out-of-school children. Before coming to the 

OVC Conference I found out that many children 
do not go to school in my village because it is 
very far. Now I am inspired to start training 
activities for those children, so that they can 

also benefit from the information that is made 
available to us. They need it more than me!

Sheefeni Martha Oheti, Ohangwena Region

I am a volunteer for the Red Cross, but I still 
lack information about services available to 

orphans and vulnerable children. There is always 
new things and sometimes it is hard for us 
in far-away villages to understand the new 

information from government. The information 
has a way of getting lost or old before it gets 
to us! Now I can say I understand what our 
ministries are doing and I can even answer 

questions myself, instead of always being the 
one asking questions.

Josephine Kampolo 
and Scholastic Iiyambo 
proudly stand by the 
Conference banner




