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In 2007, Handspring Puppet
Company won Olivier, Evening
Standard and Critics’ Circle
Awards for the puppets
created for the stage version
of Michael Morpurgo’s War
Horse commissioned by the
National Theatre in London.
The extraordinary success of
this production has drawn
attention to Handspring's
decades-long experiments
and innovations in the art of
puppetry and their remark-
able contribution to theatre
in South Africa.

L. Handspring Puppet Company is the first
comprehensive survey of Handspring's work in

adult puppet theatre. The book explores their

acclaimed productions, from Episodes of an Easter

Rising to War Horse, providing insights into their phil-
osophy of puppetry and their technicalinnovations. It is
richly illustrated with images from the Handspring archive
and includes essays by theatre practitioners and writers
who have collaborated with the company over the years.
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For the past fifteen years Handspring Puppet Company ... have created compelling
multimedia theater works that transform the psychology of life in post-apartheid
South Africa into universal themes. — Chris Cooke, Art Institute of Chicago fNews

Woyzeck on the Highveld provides an ample display of the power of puppetry.
Lawrence van Gelder, The New York Times

This intra-African collaboration [Tall Horse] between South Africa's Handspring
Puppet Company and the Sogolon Puppet Troupe of Mali scales the heights of
theatrical possibility ... — Charles McNulty, The Village Voice

.. War Horse is a unique confluence of design, puppetry, music and spectacular
theatrics. And it's all heart and sinews. Joey and Topthorn, each ‘humanised’ by
three brilliantly inventive actors, are magnificent animals with a leaping,

shining reality about them ... — Michael Coveney, The Independent

... what elevates the staging into the realms of unforgettable visual poetry are the

enchantingly beautiful, mysteriously animate and ingeniously engineered
horse puppets ... — Rupert Christiansen, The Telegraph





